
DUE: Wednesday, June 10 by 12:40 via D2L dropbox 

Homework 3: Surveys & Sampling  
 
Good news! Professor Neal took the class’ advice about improving his class survey 
and got great data! Now, he wants to get your advice about another survey he’s 
working on. For this survey, he’s hoping to learn from students in the residence 
halls about their experiences living on campus.  
 
Professor Neal is concerned that he might run into problems with social 
desirability and participants using acquiescence and fence-sitting in their 
responses to likert-type  questions. He is also concerned about using appropriate 
sampling techniques for his study. Professor Neal is hoping to get a 
representative sample of the population of students living in the Brody 
Neighborhood, but he doesn’t know what his options are for collecting a sample.  
 
What recommendations would you give Professor Neal to prevent 
potential problems with his survey’s accuracy? What are some 
strategies that he could use to obtain a sample for his study?  How 
could he implement those strategies in the Brody Neighborhood?  
 
Instructions: Write 1-2 pages outlining recommendations for 
Professor Neal’s survey and sampling process, using what you learned 
in class and from your textbook. Use the attached rubric as a guide.  
 
  



DUE: Wednesday, June 10 by 12:40 via D2L dropbox 

Scoring Guide:   
 

Component Points 
Provide a brief introduction with an overview of your 
advice for Professor Neal (3 points) 

 

Describe ways that Professor Neal can address issues 
with social desirability, acquiescence, and fence-sitting 
in his surveys. (6 points) 

 

Describe at least 3 potential sampling approaches 
Professor Neal could use to get a representative sample 
of students from the Brody Neighborhood (6 points) 

 

Provide a brief conclusion, summarizing your thoughts 
about Professor Neal’s survey and sampling process. (3 
points) 

 

The writing should be clear, appropriate length (1-2 
pages), and use correct APA conventions for any 
references used in the assignment. (2 points) 

 

Total      /20 points 
 
 


